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SURJELT:  Daveloomentis in Venozpuels

i. <resident-eiect Heul Leoni won Sundavis elec-
tion by 2 plurailty of only about one third of the
2lpctorsie. He faces the immediate problem of trylag
to work put a coslition with one or sore of the other
partiss, since his Democratic Action Perty will not have
x majority in the new Congresa. Leoni will be workineg
snder tougher circumstances then the popular and dy-
aawmic President Betancourt.

2. Terroriste earlier threatensd 8 “"blood bath" if
toonil should win, and there has bheen telk in the miti-
tiry of & coup if the elections did not give Leoni nt
ieast a2 high plurrlity. Since the terrorists were un-
able to sabotuge the elections, they ean be expectsd
to concentrrte their sfforts in the next few months
inn an attempt to prevent lLeoni's iasuguration on 2
¥ureh 1984. Moscow has recaatly jolned Castro io in-
2yeaged propagands egainst Setancourt snd in lzbeliny
the ealections as fake,

“a Yioleasce in the near future will probabiv be
similar to the iantenaive but unsuccessful efforts dur-
ing November to mabotege the elections. Throughout
e montk their main targets wore police sand military
iustzllations snd personnel, and political parties znd
their cendidates, headguarters, and rallies. Public
irensporiation and communication facilities, commercis!
snterprisas, and perticulariy US-owned firms wore also
threstened and sttacked.
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2. Four spectacular terrorist acts in the izt
ter Baif of Rovember are worth special note. Om 25
Koveuber, {lve different oll pipelines am! the larg.
eat Mener Gratide ol] storage tank in the Naricusl ares
ol eastern Venemuela wers blown up, causing great
damaze. On 260 Rovenber, packages centaining bombs
were seni 1o the chief presidentisl candidates arc
1o & UE imbasay officer. On 27 November, Lt, Col,
James XK. Chenauit, deputy chief of the U2 srmy misz.
sion, was kidmiped and has not yet been returned.
An offer to exchange him for 70 “"politieal prisopots”
Row ip Yenezuelan jails was refused by President Det.
ancourt on 30 Hovember, Om 23 Kovember, six terror-
iste hijackec an Avenss siriiner, dreopped propagands
leaflets over Cludad Bolivar, and foreed the pilot
to land the plane im Trinidad. The Trinided govern.
aent Arresatod the hitackers on arrival and later
turped them over to Venemuelan mutherities for trial,

ve Agalzmst thls background of terrorist sctivity,
ihe Vemezuelan Governsent on 28 Noveamber publiclzed
the discovery of a3 throe-ton terrorist aras cache ,
worth approximately 5350,000, 08 & beach in Paleon
Gltate on 3 Hovember., A samil launch was also found
with the arms, Intensive investigations | I 230K
| _|yteided incontrovertisic
gvidetice that the weapona were of Cuban origin,[ |

25X1

6. This event has lod Venezuela to accuse Cubs
of aggression and interference in its intermml af.
faira, In m seetiny on 2 December, the OAS decided
te invasiigate Venwzuela's charges. Taere are sume
reports that Vemezuele Inter inteads to seek sowo
kind of multinational action to choke off sunport
irvom Cuba foy Communiet and ultraleftist groups in
tgtin Americn,

7. #artiy ino an 2ffort to cast the situation
for ihe new preaident after ais inauguration in
fmrch, the preseni goveraswnt s taking steps aimed
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as resucisg geerrilia strength e sUuCh 88 possiizie.
The Venezuelan Army, for exampie, plans at once o
initiate a camoaign of Two to Chree monthks® curation
#ith the purpome of both cleaning out all guerrilia
topees in westers Vepezuelian nd of preveanting e
crenists who ave dissatisfied with the election ro-
sulte from jioining the guerrilia bands, By 4 Decen-
per i had already boen reported that im an spti.
zuerrills operation, tae arsy surprised s guerrilia
band i the Falcon Fountaing of wemtern Venmpueis,
xilling 20 guerrilliase ivcluding thelr leader, a 2o-
torione Csatro-terrorist.
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